
G
es

ch
äf

tsf
üh

ru
ng

 O
rd

o 
so

ci
al

is 
G

eo
rg

st
r. 

18
 

D
-5

06
76

 K
öl

n

A
d

eq
ua

te
  

p
os

te
d 

st
am

p 
 

p
le

as
e Award Ordo socialis

Ordo socialis confers every two years the “Ordo socialis award”. 
The award honors personalities who by their activity engage or 
have engaged for the development and the diffusion of important 
subjects of Christian social doctrine. This can include excellent 
socio-scientific works, an exemplary social engagement, a life-
work and the unselfish engagement for social justice. The award 
includes a medal and a document. In November 2013 Prof. Dr. 
Dres.h.c. Paul Kirchhof, former judge at the Federal Constitutional 
Law Court was the first person honoured with this award.

If the catholic social doctrine shall efficiently contribute to 
the organization of the global order, it must find worldwide 
diffusion. I therefore support the work of Ordo socialis.
Reinhard Cardinal Marx, Archbishop of Munich-Freising

You wish to support our work?

For our work we are depending upon assistance and support. 
This can be realized in two ways: by membership and/or financi-
al donation. We need members who help us also as to the matter. 
We need people who by financial contributions make our work 
possible. The executive committee is working on a honorary 
basis without any financial indemnity. We are recognized as an 
association beneficial to the community and can forward to the 
donators a donation receipt recognized by the tax authority.

Executive Committee: Prof. Dr. Ralph Bergold (President), 
Cornelius G. Fetsch, Dr. Thomas Köster, Helmut Linnen-
brink, Dr. h. c. Josef Thesing, Peter van den Brock (Treasurer)

Secretary General: Beate Kaltefleiter 
Contact: Georgstr. 18 – D-50676 Cologne 
Phone: +49 2 21/27 23 70, Fax: +49 21 61/63 62 564 
E-Mail: GF@ordosocialis.de 
www.ordosocialis.de

Account no. 13 851 018 with Pax Bank e.G. Cologne,  
BLZ (bank id. code) 370 601 93 
IBAN: DE93 3706 0193 0013 8510 18 
BIC: GENODED1PAX

Scientific Council
At the present time members of the scientific council are:

Prof. Dr. Markus Vogt, 
spokesman of the council, Germany, Munich
Dr. Karlies Abmeier Germany, Berlin
Sr. Prof. Dr. Helen Alford O.P. Italy, Rome
Prof. Dr. Maria Luisa Aspe Armelia Mexico, Mexico-City
Prof. Dr. Stjepan Baloban Croatia, Zagreb
Armando Borda Herrada Peru, Lima
Prof. Dr. Agenor Brighenti Brazil, Curitiba
Prof. Dr. Ladislav Csontos SJ Slovakia, Bratislava
Prof. Dr. Aniela Dylus Poland, Warsow
Dr. George Ehusani Nigeria, Abuja
Prof. Dr. Guillermo León Escobar Herran Columbia, Bogota
Prof. Dr. Stanislaw Fel Poland, Lublin 
Prof. Mag. Dr. Ingeborg Gabriel Austria, Vienna
Prof. Dr. Denis Gonzalez Philippines, Manila
Dr. Raymond Goudjo Benin, Cotonou
Dr. Roman Guridi Ortuzar SJ Chile, Santiago de Chile
Prof. Dr. André Habisch Germany, Eichstätt 
Dr. Michael van Heerden South Africa, Johannesburg
Prof. Dr. Obiora Ike Nigeria, Enugu 
Dr. Joseph Kaboski USA, Notre Dame 
Dr. Camillus D. N. Kassala Tanzania, Dar es Salaam
Dr. Arnd Küppers Germany, Mönchengladbach
Reinhard Cardinal Marx Germany, Munich 
Sr. Prof. Dr. Elizabeth Nduku Kenia, Nairobi
Prof. Dr. Ursula Nothelle-Wildfeuer Germany, Freiburg
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Ockenfels OP Germany, Bonn
Prof. P. Dr. Leonidas Ortíz Losada Columbia, Bogota
Dr. Luis de la Peña Mexico, Mexico-City
Prof. em. Dr. Lothar Roos Germany, Bonn
Guillermo Sandoval Chile, Santiago de Chile
Msgr. Prof. Dr. Peter Schallenberg Germany, Mönchengladbach
Msgr. Dr. Martin Schlag Italy, Rome
Prof. em. Dr. Alfred Schüller Germany, Marburg
Prof. Dr. Hyunju Shim South Korea, Seoul
Prof. Dr. Josef Stegmann South-Africa, Bronkhorstspruit
PhDr. Martin Sumec PhD Austria, Reichenau an der Rax
Dr. Johannes von Thadden Germany, Berlin
Prof. Dr. Johannes Wallacher Germany, Munich
Prof. Dr. Stefano Zamagni Italy, Bologna

Ordo socialis
For freedom and justice in the world

Academic Association for the Promotion 
of Christian Social Teaching reg. ass.

Georgstrasse 18 – D-50676 Köln – www.ordosocialis.de 
E-Mail: GF@ordosocialis.de
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developments of the climate are alarming. Terror and religious 
fanaticism threaten the peaceful living together. The world has 
become disordered. Often this goes along with the loss of value 
orientations.

A morality which thinks to pass over the expert knowledge of 
economic legal regulations is not morality but moralization, 
thus the contrary of morality. Expert knowledge which thinks 
not need ethics is misunderstanding of the reality of the 
human being and therefore subjectivity
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Ordo socialis has chosen as task to perform within its facilities 
its own contribution to the solution of the problems. Without 
freedom, democracy, social market economy and social justice 
the conflicts cannot be resolved. Social justice means that the 
human beings have the right to participate in the political,  
economic, social and cultural shaping of their community.  
To the right of self-determination corresponds the obligation  
of personal responsibility. Persons who cannot help themselves 
by own strength are entitled to the help of the community Pope 
Benedict XVI clearly declares in his Encyclical “Caritas in  
veritate”: “Solidarity means above all that everyone feels  
responsible for everyone.”

Economics is neither the sole nor the highest objective of 
the human being. Of higher rank are dignity and freedom 
of the human beings, marriage and family, religion and 
morality and the last objective and end of all things – God 
Himself. The tentative to demolish this ranking and to trans-
form the higher values into objects of economic procedures 
would be technocracy and lowering of the human being.
Joseph Cardinal Höffner

In Germany and in Europe we have long and good experiences 
concerning ideas of values and orientation which have been 
developed by the Christian social doctrine. They can be useful 
help for the understanding and solution of the complicated 
problems in a global world. We therefore offer texts on these 
subjects from different authors from different countries and in 
many languages. In this way we wish to build up an internatio-
nal electronic library on the voluminous subjects of the Christi-

Ordo socialis – Who we are

Ordo socialis is a scientific association which brings the Chris-
tian social doctrine to the public – in Germany and throughout 
the world.

With the growing globalization the organization of the civil 
society must go along with a more mature conscience for the 
new tasks which are their vocation on the worldwide level.
Compendium of the social doctrine of the church no. 366

Ordo socialis was founded as independent association and 
scientific subsidiary of the Association of Catholic Entrepre-
neurs (Bund Katholischer Unternehmer – BKU) following an 
international congress in Rome. In November 1985 cardinals, 
bishops, scientists, entrepreneurs, politicians, trade unionists and 
other persons from 35 countries met there in order to discuss the 
subject “Church and economy in the responsibility of the future 
of the world economy”. The then Pope John Paul II as well as 
the cardinals Agostino Casaroli, Joseph Höffner and Joseph Rat-
zinger presented their ideas and thesis on “The world economy 
in the light of the catholic social teaching”. Already at that time 
appeared the questions, problems and challenges which later on 
were summarized under the notion of globalization.

As a result of this very remarkable congress Ordo socialis was 
founded on the initiative of BKU of Germany. 

Africa needs to be born again in the virtues and values of 
authentic love, true justice and peace and this will be possi-
ble if we make the Christian Social Doctrine part and parcel 
of Christian lives.
Prof. Dr. Elizabeth Nduku, Nairobi – Kenya

Ordo socialis: Our task

The global world faces human beings with big challenges. The 
financial and economic crisis has made clear that by irresponsible 
and disordered behavior and activity can be generated immense 
and at the same time threatening conflicts. Poverty and richness 
in the world become a more and more serious problem. The 

an social doctrine. Here we use above all the modern electronic 
communication instruments in order to permit as many as 
possible interested people in many countries the access free of 
charge to texts which we offer. That is our spiritual contribution 
to the order of the present complicated and global world.

Peace is the central claim of all religions. In order to 
develop its peace creating potential Christianity – like all 
religions – must direct its efforts to a modern, enlightened 
towards the rights to freedom orientated understanding of 
peace and conflicts.
Prof. Dr. Markus Vogt, Munich

Scientific Council

We wish to act on a worldwide level.  We therefore need the 
support by experts from many countries. The exchange of 
knowledge and opinions is essential for a worldwide dialogue. 
In order to be in a position to fulfill this task Ordo socialis has 
created a scientific council. The council in charged to propose 
appropriate subjects and texts from different countries for pub-
lication and to introduce its advice into the dialogue. Moreover, 
we have the intention to hold an international conference with 
the members of the council in regular intervals. With such per-
sonal meetings and exchange of opinions we wish to support the 
dialogue on present and future subjects.

“Living the social teaching will generate hope. This way  
everybody can find strength to further through his work  
a new social justice. One can state: the application of the 
social teaching of the Church contains a mystique.  
I repeat: a mystique.”
Pope Francis, video message of November 21, 2013.

✁

Application for Membership
Please use printed letters!
I/We herewith apply for membership of Ordo socialis e.V.,  
Georgstraße 18, D-50676 Köln

 as individual   as student/not employed 
 as institution 

Name, Christian name:

Firm:

Street:

POC, town, country:

Phone: home office:

Fax:

E-Mail:

City/date: Signature: 

Membership fee: Students/not employed € 40, 
Individual € 100, Institutions € 250

 I/We authorize Ordo socialis e.V., creditor-ID: 
DE47ZZZ00000560559, to withdraw the total amount of  
€   annually up to revocation from the  
following account:

Name, Christian name of the donator: 

Name of bank: 

IBAN: 

BIC:

City/date: Signature:

  I/We remit the total amount of Euro 
after having received the invoice of membership fee,  
to the account IBAN: DE93 3706 0193 0013 8510 18,  
BIC: GENODED1PAX, Pax-Bank e. G., Cologne

City/date: Signature:

Please send the membership application by post or by fax to  
+49 21 61/63 62 564

Please support us if you are convinced of our work!  
We are grateful for every donation! For all donations received 
we forward a donation receipt.

St
an

d:
 F

eb
ru

ar
 2

01
4


